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After dousing the fire Bentonville firefighters worked to remove the tin roof of a hay barn in the early morning
hours of Saturday near the intersection of Southwest EIm Tree and Southwest Eighth Streets in Bentonville. The
fire was believed to have been caused by lightning. No injuries were reported.
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Residents voice
opposition to
P Street extension

The city wants to extend
Southeast P Street for a
planned Tennis and Aquatics
Center near the high school.

By Rachel Lianna Davis
Staff Writer = racheld@nwanews.com

BENTONVILLE — With a proposed
sports facility south of Bland Valley
subdivision, the city wants to extend

Southeast P Street to provide more
connectivity — and neighbors nearby
are voicing their opposition.

The Bentonville High School Tennis
and Aquatics Center is planned for
school district land south of Southeast
P and S streets, on land east of Ben-
tonville High School.

Patrick Carroll, the board president
of theWal-Mart swim club, is heading
up the project.

See OPPOSITION on Page 8A

Pay increases
to be voted on

The Bentonville School
Board will vote on raises for
every employee, including the
salary schedule and stipends.

By Jamie Brunk
Staff Writer = jamieb@nwanews.com

BENTONVILLE — Every Ben-
tonville School District employee is
expected to get a raise Monday night
as the Bentonville School Board

meets to vote on a variety of pay in-
creases. The meeting will be 5:30 p.m.
in the Tiger Athletic Complex’s multi-
purpose facility on Southeast ] Street
across from Bentonville High School.

The teaching staff is also expected
to receive significant raises as the
board will then vote on a salary pack-
age that includes both $4,500 raises
plus a new stipend schedule.

The stipend schedule gives each
person who receives a stipend a raise,

See PAY on Page 8A

New Rogers
Supercenter
to open

Wednesday

The new Wal-Mart facility
is bringing with it more than
460 new jobs to Rogers.

By Michael Rowe
Staff Writer = miker@nwanews.com

ROGERS — The parking lot of the
new Wal-Mart Supercenter on Pleas-
ant Grove Road here has been full all
week, but the store doesn’t open until
Wednesday morning.

The Supercenter will bring more
than 460 new jobs to Rogers, accord-
ing to a company news release.

“We were thrilled with the oppor-
tunity to provide more jobs in our
community,” store manager Kenny
King said in the news release. “It
makes me proud to work for this
company where there truly are un-
limited opportunities.”

King started with the company as a
cashier 18 years ago at a Fayetteville
Wal-Mart store. Twenty-five associates

See SUPERCENTER on Page 8A

Smart Growth may be the key for Bentonville

SmartCode could
be a valuable tool as
Bentonville fights sprawl.

By Rachel Lianna Davis
Staff Writer = racheld@nwanews.com

ATLANTA — Imagine gridlocked
traffic on Arkansas Highway 102 at
rush hour.

We've all been there, and it’s no
fun. Cars crawl at

an inch-worm f
pace, their drivers f‘ ‘ !i
wishing there was (J L:j

some other way.

Now consider downtown Ben-
tonville at rush hour. The gridded
street system there provides options
for drivers. See a wreck? Skip over a
block, and you’ll be on your merry
way.

While Bentonville traffic is no com-
parison to Atlanta’s packed 10-lane
Interstate highways, this small city is
still dealing with big-city growth and
the problems that accompany it.

Local residents may not know it,
but an April development conference
in Atlanta touched on the way Ben-
tonville develops. How?

Bentonville’s Planning Office sent
one of its own to the same confer-
ence — the SmartCode Workshop —
in Dallas in 2004. A Daily Record re-
porter journeyed to Atlanta in April

Coming Monday

As things get more crowded in northwest
Arkansas, Bentonville looks for ways to smartly
accommodate the growth.

to check out the same ideas.

The workshop discussed the
SmartCode, a zoning document that
revolutionizes current development
patterns.

The SmartCode incorporates the
concepts of New Urbanism and
Smart Growth, a development theo-
ry that seeks to create traditional
neighborhood developments — in
other words, compact, mixed-use,
walkable environments.

Along the same lines, New Urban-
ism is the implementation of the
Smart Growth principles.

While Bentonville has not adopted
the SmartCode zoning, Bentonville’s
leaders have embraced many of
these smart-growth principles, pri-
marily in the downtown area.

Let’s take alook at how the city can
learn from such ideas, and how well
itis implementing them already.

Smart Growth

While Community Development
Director Troy Galloway has not at-
tended a SmartCode conference, he
is well-versed on Smart Growth

See GROWTH on Page 8A
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Sunday photograph by Rachel Lianna Davis
Andres Duany, an architect and town planner, discussed the traditional
design of Vickery, a mixed-use neighborhood north of Atlanta. Duany helped
design Vickery, and was co-author of the SmartCode zoning document with
his wife Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk. Duany was the primary speaker at the
SmartCode conference, discussing Smart Growth principles and how to
incorporate them into development.
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Speed bumps
may be installed

As a courtesy, Carroll met
with about 40 Bland Valley
subdivision residents on April
18 to display the facility plans
and explain what the city is re-
quiring — a connection to P
Street.

“There were many saying,
‘We don’t need this,”” Carroll
said. “Some people said it was
a great idea, but put it some
place else.”

Carroll doesn’t think the
connection to P Street is nec-
essary; however, he said “I
don’t disagree (with) why the
city wants it on P (Street) be-
cause P is a signalized inter-
section. (The city) needs it for
connectivity.”

According to the city, ex-
tending the street grid is im-
portant for traffic control and
flow.

“Where you have existing
street infrastructure that was
stubbed for obvious future
connections, we're failing the
city as a whole if we don't re-
quire those connections to be
made and continue the cre-
ation of the street grid system
— to provide people with op-
tions and alternatives,” said
Community Development Di-
rector Troy Galloway.

Both S and P streets were
stubbed out when Bland Val-
ley subdivision was built in
the 1980s.

P Street will extend only a
couple hundred feet to con-
nect with the private drive
from the Aquatics Center.
Southeast S Street currently ex-
tends to 22nd Street, but will

eventually connect at 28th
Street.

“If you live in a neighbor-
hood where streets are
stubbed to adjacent property,
you have to realize that they
will develop and extend into
those properties,” Galloway
said.

“Some believe it’s the death
knell of their neighborhood —
but I submit to you, look at
Central Avenue,” Galloway
said, mentioning the historic
arterial street. “This won't have
anywhere near the traffic on
West Central.”

The issue is the disrespect
some drivers have for residen-
tial communities, Galloway
said.

“It’s the lack of consideration
that people give to neighbor-
hoods as they travel through
them,” he said.

The city plans to install traf-
fic-calming measures on P
Street — speed bumps, per-
haps.

Galloway has received be-
tween 10 and 20 phone calls
and e-mails, all against the
project. Planning Commission
Chairman Joe Thompson has
received roughly 20 letters.

“A lot of neighbors say it’s
hard to get out of their drive-
ways in the mornings. I un-
derstand their feelings,”
Thompson said.

“If you look at everything
else we've done — all the other
subdivisions — we always talk
about connectivity,” Thomp-
son said. “I'm looking at it from
both sides, and that’s (how) I'm
weighing my decision.”

Carroll said the Tiger Foun-
dation wants the plans ap-
proved first, before they start
fund-raising.

The Planning Commission
will consider the plans and the
street extension at their meet-
ing Tuesday night.

SUPERCENTER

Continued from Page 1A

New store is
203,091 square feet

at the new Supercenter have
worked for Wal-Mart for more
than 10 years.

Opening-day activities will
begin at 7:30 a.m., with the
store’s door’s opening at 8 a.m.
Aribbon will be cut by King and

Rogers Mayor Steve Womack.

Other activities Wednesday
include product samples and a
visit from the “Art Mobile” — a
traveling exhibit of the Arkansas
Arts Center.

Before the store’s opening,
$26,850 will be given to local
schools, emergency services de-
partments and charities. The
checks will be presented at an
invitation-only open house on
Monday.

The new store has 203,091
square feet and features 36 de-
partments.

Weather holds for International Festival

By Jennifer Turner
Staff Writer = jennifert@nwanews.com

ROGERS — The sun came
out just in time Saturday
morning to shine on the
thousands who gathered at
Lake Atalanta Park to cele-
brate the world cultures rep-
resented in northwest
Arkansas.

The fifth annual Rogers
International Festival fea-
tured live music, dancing
and food from countries
across the globe.

“This morning I was really
nervous,” said Cesar Aguilar,
executive director of the
Community Support Center,
which helps sponsor the
event. “Last year it rained all
day. Mother Nature did not
let us go on.”

As of 3 p.m. Saturday,
Aguilar estimated that 3,000
people had visited the festi-
val. “We've still go two hours
to go,” said excitedly.

Festival goers who at-
tended the festival in years
passed said Saturday’s event
was the best ever.

“Every year it gets better,”
said Marisela Yanez, of
Springdale. Yanez’s parents
are from Mexico, but she
was manning a booth about
Brazil at the festival. She is

learning about Brazil
through an AmeriCorps
program.

“I just wanted to learn
about a different country,”

Rekka Joseph, from left, Munrali Hanumanthakari and Raj Lakshmi Vaidyanathan performed an
Indian folk dance called Dappan Kuttshu on Saturday at the Rogers International Festival at
Lake Atalanta.

Yanez said of her studies of
Brazil. “They have a differ-
ent culture and they speak a
different language.”

Yanez's attitude was
shared throughout the festi-
val, as the diverse crowd was
entertained by a long list of
international singers and
dancers.

Local performers from

around the world were fea-
tured at the festival
American jazz, Indian
dance, Mariachi, Flamenco,
gospel, Polish and more.
“You can see what kind of
different countries people
who live in the area are
from,” Yanez said. “It’s a di-
verse celebration and it rep-
resents all the cultures here

in northwest Arkansas.”

Aguilar said the intent of
the festival is to open peo-
ple’s minds to the ways of
other cultures.

“My message is we are
afraid of what we don’t
know,” he said. “If all the
people come and see the
different cultures, they will
learn.”

PAY
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Nurses getting $5
per hour pay hike

but has continued to be a
source of contention in the
district because the new foot-
ball staff's stipends are con-
siderably higher than other
coaches.

Over the years, teachers
and district administrations
have also been concerned
that athletic stipends over-
shadow, in some cases,
stipends of equally large
nonathletic stipend positions.
The new stipend schedule

takes a stab at not only pro-
viding better stipends dis-
trictwide, but providing a set
of criteria that administrators
hope will create better equity
between the stipends.

Having competitive pay for
both teaching and nonteach-
ing personnel has also been a
continuing concern for the
district. If the pay raises are
approved Monday night, Ben-
tonville will become the top
paying school in the state.

The teachers’ pay raise will
be $2,500 in one lump sum at
the end of this school year.
Then starting in the fall, the
certified staff will have a total
of $4,500 added to their salary
base for the year.

The salary schedule slated
for approval Monday not only

gives big raises, but also stops
a teacher’s ability to get more
money for a year’s experience
after a certain number of
years if teacher does not get a
degree beyond a bachelor’s
degree.

For teachers who only have
a bachelor’s degree, their in-
creases for a year’s experience
will stop after the 15th year.
For those who have a bache-
lor’s degree but up to 15 cred-
it hours towards a master’s
degree, the freeze doesn't hap-
pen until after the 20th year of
experience. This allows those
teachers more time to finish
their master’s degree.

The other recommendation
will be in regards to the clas-
sified — or nonteaching —
staff. The classified staff will

receive a one-time increase to
their base pay by the end of
this school year. Employees
who have worked with the
district up to nine years will
receive $400 and those who
have worked more than 10
years with the district will re-
ceive $600.

The classified employees
are also scheduled to receive
an additional 5 percent in-
crease in pay for the 2005-06
school year. This excludes the
nurses, however, who will re-
ceive a $5 increase to their
hourly base pay. A salary
study performed several
years ago showed Ben-
tonville’s nurses were drasti-
cally underpaid compared to
school nurses at other nearby
school districts.

GROWTH

Continued from Page 1A

Rife says sprawl
IS coming here

principles from other confer-
ence sessions.

“The really difficult part is
educating the general public
about what is good and right
about the current develop-
ment patterns, and be able to
make people understand
what’s not right,” Galloway
said.

Galloway points to down-
town Bentonville — a mixed-
use, pedestrian-friendly center,
with cultural areas, parks, and
restaurants — as a prime ex-
ample of good growth patterns.
The city adopted its Down-
town Master Plan in Decem-
ber, which encourages mixed-
use, pedestrian-friendly devel-
opment.

“We have a lot going on
downtown that really em-
braces this philosophy,” Gal-
loway said. “The people that
built this city did it right. We're
not doing it so right anymore;
weTre trying, but it’s half-
baked.”

Outside of downtown Ben-
tonville, strip malls and
dozens of residential subdivi-
sions take over.

“Even in good old Ben-
tonville — where we like to
think we are planning for the
future — we are still going
about a development pattern
that’s locking us into one form
of transportation,” Galloway
said. “When it comes to prac-
tical application, nobody
wants to give up their automo-
bile.”

Smart Growth principles en-
courage alternative modes of
transportation, centered
around nodes of commercial,
dense development.

Keep in mind, however,
these development policies are
not new, and they do not re-
quire the relinquishment of all
automobiles.

“Older neighborhoods from
the 1920s accommodate cars
in just measure; cars are only
an option,” said Andres Duany
at the SmartCode conference.
As a town planner and archi-
tect, Duany is arguably the
foremost New Urbanist guru in
the country:.

He and his wife, Elizabeth
Plater-Zyberk, created a plan-
ning and architectural firm
called Duany Plater-Zyberk &
Co.

They also
SmartCode.

“Now, cities accommodate
cars and leave no other op-
tions. In the end, pedestrian-
ism is the single most impor-
tant outcome of (SmartCode),
without eliminating cars,” Du-
any said. He mentioned that
pedestrianism fuels transit,
something Bentonville is also
seriously considering.

“It's ridiculous the variances
that private developers need to
build mixed-use, walkable
communities,” Duany said, re-
ferring to current zoning
methods. The SmartCode au-
tomatically creates compact,
diverse communities, Duany
said, without eliminating
sprawl.

Building walkable, diverse
communities simply takes
more planning, and it starts at
the zoning level.

created the

Bentonville Issues
The way America — and

Bentonville — develops must
change, Galloway said.

“It has to change. What we're
doing now is not sustainable.
Look at the population growth
in 50 years, and the consump-
tion of raw land. There’s a
wasteful disparity — a wasteful
mindset — that we have as a
nation. We have to move away
from that.”

America’s current develop-
ment practices changed dras-
tically after World War II —
when single-family homes,
suburbs and cars began to rule.
The attachment to our cars is
what Galloway calls “a genera-
tional thing.”

Before the war, denser de-
velopment in compact city
centers with distinct city edges
was the norm.

“Now the city edge is much
less well-defined,” Galloway
said.

Some cities on the edges of

America are changing, but it

will take time before Smart
Growth policies make their
way into the interior of the
country, Galloway said.

Sprawl may well be taking
over the southwest area of
Bentonville. In 2004 alone,
2,700 residential lots were plat-
ted in Bentonville, most of
which were in southwest Ben-
tonville.

But Planning Commissioner
Tom Rife does not consider
that residential development
as sprawl.

“Suburbia is not necessarily
sprawl. I don't think we've seen
sprawl as it is defined,” Rife
said, clarifying that he defines
sprawl as unchecked com-
mercial development.

Rife tries to “follow the Smart
Growth principles that the
(planning staff) has been
drilling into our heads for the
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New Urbanists, architects and other SmartCode conference attendees walked the streets of
Vickery, a mixed-use neighborhood that was built using traditional design north of Atlanta. The
streets are narrow to slow traffic, the houses are different to create a “sense of place,” and
sidewalks encourage pedestrians.

last five years by allowing com-
mercial nodes and limiting
where commercial can go.”

“We haven't seen develop-
ment yet that [ would define
as sprawl — but it’s coming,”
he said.

In order to cut down on
sprawl, planning commis-
sioners are intent on encour-
aging connectivity between
developments.

Planning Commissioner
Buddy Vernetti thinks the city
is doing pretty well.

“I think Bentonville is de-
veloping in a sustainable
manner considering the
tremendous amount of fast
growth,” he said.

“All of northwest Arkansas is
growing so quick that it’s re-

ally taxing all of the munici-
palities. So, under the cir-
cumstances, I think Ben-
tonville is doing a good job.
We've got some good, compe-
tent people in our planning
department that are really
putting some forethought
into long-range planning, and
I think we are planning
(enough for the future) con-
sidering the constraints we
have upon us.”

Traffic is the main gripe in
Bentonville, but Vernetti said
that is just part of the growing
process.

“I'm convinced that the
transportation problem that
we have is not unusual,” Ver-
netti said, “because most mu-
nicipalities do not build

streets
them.”

Galloway has a slightly dif-
ferent take on the matter.
While Bentonville’s planners
are on board with Smart
Growth principles, incorpo-
rating them into every aspect
of the city is difficult.

“We're setting ourselves up
for failure,” Galloway said
about Bentonville’s current
development patterns. “Cur-
rent development doesn't set
us up for alternative methods
of transportation.”

Editor’s Note: Read Mon-
day’s issue to find out how
Smart Growth offers solutions
to traffic problems and how
Bentonville is dealing with
such issues.

before you need





