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WEST PROVIDENCE SMART CODE CALIBRATION 
Providence, Rhode Island

In May of 2006 the Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU) sponsored a lo-
cal calibration of the Smart Code1  for the neighborhood’s lining Cranston 
Avenue on Providence’s west side.  Undertaken as part of the CNU Congress 
XIV, the process brought together over 25 planners from around the world 
for a two-day session to determine how the Smart Codes’ theoretical metrics 
could be tailored to meet the unique needs of several slowly revitalizing 
inner-city neighborhoods. Participating in the effort as a representative from 
Georgia, was TSW’s Caleb Racicot.

During this multi-day process, Mr. Racicot worked with area residents, 
Providence planning officials, and other planners to first visit and inven-
tory the west Providence neighborhoods to determine their defining unique 
features, including building disposition, building setbacks, sidewalk widths, 
street widths, building height, and building use. This included both a photo 
inventory, as well as creating a catalog of neighborhood metrics.  

The inventory also included a review of existing zoning designations within 
the study area. Unlike many cities, Providence has permitted mixed-use infill 
development for many years; it has also allowed many of the uses found the 
study area. Unfortunately, the existing code has not resulted in new develop-
ment that is keeping with the neighborhoods’ existing character, largely due 
to its restrictive rather than prescriptive nature.

Following the inventory, Mr. Racicot worked 
with other planners to identify transect2  zones 
within the study area and define their unique 
meanings within Providence. Zones present 
included T3 (Sub-urban), T4 (Urban General) 
and T5 (Urban Core). After defining the zones, 
they were geographically assigned to reflect 
both current conditions and desired redevelop-
ment character. Special attention was made to 
avoid downzoning properties and to ensuring a 
smooth, linear transition between existing zon-
ing designations and proposed transect zones. 

Local calibrations were then made to the Smart Code to reflect the meaning 
of each transect zone within Providence. 

					   
1  The Smart Code is a transect-based model zoning code developed by Duany Plater-
Zyberk and Co, and others. It supports the creation of quality, pedestrian-friendly 
design at all scales, but must be calibrated to each community. 
2  The Transect is an ordering system for human habitat which includes six zones that 
range from complete wilderness (T1) to high-density urbanism (T6). Within each zone, 
specific relationships between building use, sidewalks, building disposition, parking 
requirements, etc. are placed according to their appropriateness for said zone. Zones 
also, with the same transect zone often defining different levels of development in 
different communities. A28
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APPENDIX

OTHER ZONES

V

 SD -  SPECIAL DISTRICT

 W - WARRANT

 V-  VARIANCE 

SD

TRANSECT ZONES

W

  T1 - NATURAL ZONE

  T2 - RURAL ZONE

  T3 - SUB-URBAN ZONE

  T4 - GENERAL URBAN ZONE

  T5 - URBAN CENTER ZONE

  T6 - URBAN CORE ZONE

Sample Neighborhood-Level Infill 

IX. SAMPLE REGULATING PLAN

top: A typical west Providence home
middle: A locally calibrated transect map
bottom: Session to identify transect zones within the study 
area
left: The SmartCode


