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Action Program
The Action Program on the following pages out-
lines the next steps after this plan is adopted by 
the Town of Blythewood. It includes a list of proj-
ects, timelines and responsible parties, and is in-
tended to serve as a blueprint for achieving the 
community’s vision for its future.

The Action Program shows all of the projects de-
scribed above in Section 3. They are divided into 
two main categories, “Transportation” and “Oth-
er,” as well as a number of subcategories.

Stakeholders identified several efforts to assure 
implementation. These included continued dili-
gence on the part of area residents, businesses, 
and the Town of Blythewood to monitor develop-
ment in the community and ensure compliance 
with the vision of this plan. Part of this should 
involve revisions as needed. Stakeholders must 
also work with the town to implement land use 
and zoning changes which support the vision.

Recommendations are provided on an aggres-
sive schedule. Projects in the near future repre-
sent those addressing areas with the most criti-
cal need for public improvement or those where 
public investment can spur private investment. 
Longer-term projects are less urgent, but equally 
key to the long-term success of this study.

The program is based on a list of assumptions 
about the cost of materials and labor, which 
are calculated in 2008 dollars and are subject 
to change.

A general time horizon is provided for each 
project to show whether it is to be implemented 
in the short, medium, or long term.

For a more detailed description of each project, 
refer to the related text in Section 3 above.

Each project on the program can be considered 
for implementation only if and when funds from 
the appropriate sources become available.

All projects assume cooperating and willing 
public agencies, organizations, and private 
property owners.

•

•

•

•

•

Implementation Steps

This document is an aggressive, but achievable, 
plan for building on the rich history of Blythewood 
to create a model sustainable community. How-
ever, for the vision contained in these pages to 
become a reality there must be both short and 
long-term commitments to its principles. The fol-
lowing paragraphs are intended to provide steps 
that guide the short and long-term implementa-
tion processes. 

Short-Term

Short term implementation should remove reg-
ulatory barriers to the vision contained herein. 
Plan approval should be accompanied by up-
dates to the future land use plan, and zoning 
code amendments needed to support the vision.

Long-Term

The realization of the vision contained herein will 
also require a long-term commitment. The plan’s 
aggressive vision cannot be achieved overnight, 
and must be regularly reviewed to remain rel-
evant. Any plan that does not do this risks obso-
lescence.

As the Town of Blythewood moves forward with 
implementing the vision of this study, it is critical 
that the following are kept in mind:

The Plan’s Lasting Vision: Of all of the •

Continued diligence on the part of the town and its 
residents will be crucial for implementation
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components of this study, its policies should 
represent its most lasting legacy. The ideas 
contained in the Recommendations section 
are the results of an extensive and inclusive 
public involvement process. It is highly unlikely 
that the general vision and goals resulting 
from such process will change significantly, 
although the steps to achieving them may.

The Need for Flexibility: While the vision 
is unlikely to change, it is critical that the 
community recognize that the ways in which 
the vision is achieved can and will change. 
The future addition or subtraction of policies 
or projects should not be viewed as a 
compromise of the plan, but rather its natural 
evolution in response to new conditions. Many 
of the assumptions used to guide this process, 
including the regional and national economy; 
land costs; transportation costs; transportation 
funding programs; and development trends 
are never fixed. The Town of Blythewood must 
be prepared to respond to changes of these 
and other factors in order to ensure a fresh, 
relevant plan.

A development Guide: One of the greatest 
long-term values of this document, in addition 
to its role in procuring transportation funding, 
is that it lays out a detailed land use vision. 
To this end, as development proposals are 
submitted to the Town, said proposals should 
be reviewed for compatibility with the plan. 
The plan contains specific recommendations 
for specific sites, and the Town should use the 
development review process to work with the 
private sector to achieve this vision.

By being mindful of these four ideas, the Bly-
thewood Master Plan can guide positive change 
in the town for years to come.

•

•
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Implementation

Growth Projections
It is projected that development according to this 
master plan will add population and jobs to Bly-
thewood as shown below. 

Town of Blythewood Master Plan

10/29/2008

Primary Study Area 
2008 2008-2013 Change 2013-2023 Change3

Retail 172,100 sf 269,525 sf 740,825 sf
Office 44,816 sf 217,316 sf 989,916 sf
Hotel 211 rooms 387 rooms 387 rooms
Technology/Industrial1 172,100 sf 547,150 sf 1,094,300 sf
Single-Family 280 778 1,775
Townhouses 0 139 261
Apartments 5 144 934
Condominiums 0 323 2,168

Town of Blythewood2

2008 2008-2013 Change 2013-2023 Change3

Retail 172,100 sf 269,525 sf 740,825 sf
Office 44,816 sf 217,316 sf 989,916 sf
Hotel 211 rooms 387 rooms 387 rooms
Technology/Industrial1 172,100 sf 547,150 sf 1,094,300 sf
Single-Family 605 1,278 2,275
Townhouses 0 139 261
Apartments 5 144 934
Condominiums 0 323 2,168

Secondary Study Area4

2008 2008-2013 Change 2013-2023 Change3

Retail n/a 200,000 sf 300,000 sf
Office n/a 120,000 sf 240,000 sf
Hotel n/a 150 rooms 250 rooms
Technology/Industrial1 n/a 500,000 sf 750,000 sf
Single-Family n/a 4,500 5,300
Townhouses n/a 30 300
Apartments n/a 200 600
Condominiums n/a 0 200

3. Assumes build-out of Master Plan.
4. Excludes current town limits. Assumes no change in Town limits. Assumes cluster development model in currently rural 
areas.

Development Projections

2. Includes portion of Primary Study Area in current town limits. Assumes no change in Town limits.
1. Does not include the Google data center. Floor area and other data are not available.

This provides a summary of the land use recommendations from the Blythewood Master Plan 
Charrette. Existing data figures have been prepared using ESRIBIS records, and field surveys; without 
accurate tax data these existing figures cannot be guaranteed.

Prepared by Tunnell-Spangler-Walsh Associates
www.tunspan.com




