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Master plan process:
Roadmap to the future

CHrO Eb

Tuesday night's kick-
off presentation of Bly-
thewood’s master plan
process revealed several
things.

First, the 50 or so resi-
dents that attended and
joined in the discussion
proved there are many who
really care about the future
of our community.

Secondly, the work (in-
cluding research and in-
terviews with many folks)
community planning con-
sultants Tunnell-Spangler-
Walsh have done in just a
few days is proof that the
town did its homework dur-
ing the screening process
to come up with the right
group to spearhead such
an important project. TSW
has a long and successful
history in development of
“new urbanism” communi-
ties.

Finally, the amount and
kinds of work that has been
and will continue to be
done this week and for the
next five months reveals
a comprehensive, compli-
cated and very detailed
process.

But it’s one that must be
completed, TSW represen-
tatives cautioned. They of-
fered one gloomy prediction
that would result if such a
plan is not implemented
within the next 10 years or

80: you can plan to see a six-
lane Blythewood Road.

TSW has the right ap-
proach to this master
plan.

Caleb Racicot, project
manager, sayvs. “We're not
starting from scratch. We
want to enhance what Bly-
thewood already has.

“Blythewood has a rich
history of old buildings and
great stories of people,”
Racicot says. “We want to
create places people will
love, be proud of and will-
ing to pay for.”

Another public meeting,
billed as an open house,
was held Wednesday night;
TSW and the other players
in the process plan a final
presentation to the commu-
nity Saturday afterncon at
3 in the community center.
Racicot says folks will be
“amazed” at exhibits, con-
cepts and proposals that
will be on display.

We know Saturdays are
often busy for many folks
who use the weekends for
things that can’t be done
during the week. But for
those that can, set aside a
couple of hours this Satur-
day to view the work that
has been done, and offer
your comments and sug-
gestions.

It's your community’s fu-
ture we're talkmg about.
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